Allergic-type reactions to oxaliplatin: retrospective analysis of 42 patients.
Oxaliplatin is a platinum salt that is particularly effective in treating gastrointestinal tumours. Its increased use has resulted in emergence of allergic reactions, including anaphylactic shock. Allergic reactions to oxaliplatin documented over the last 5 years have been analysed using predefined criteria. The 42 analysed patients had cancer and received a FOLFOX regimen in first line or beyond. Two types of allergy were observed: a type I immediate allergic reaction in 39 patients in whom the most frequent signs were respiratory (50%) and cutaneous (40%); anaphylactic shock that occurred in three patients; type II allergy (immunological thrombopenia) was observed in three patients. All the toxicities were reversible on symptomatic treatment. No predictive factor was evidenced. Anaphylactic shock, is rare but serious, and must be considered in the event of any severe blood pressure decrease. For the non-life-threatening reactions, prolonging infusion duration, "Stop and Go" regimen seem to be effective means of preventing recurrence.